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How Open Data can impact 
urban areas/ cities in Africa



HDX aims to make 
humanitarian data easy to 
find and use for analysis. 

Goal



System Diagram



The mission of the Data Lab is to create 
space for local data collaboration and 
innovation that is connected to 
humanitarian decision making and a 
global data network. 

- Rockefeller Grant Proposal, 2014

HDX Data Lab Nairobi



1 – Baseline Data
2 – Data Services 
3 – Community Building
4 – Innovation/Exploration 

Lab Workstreams



Sample Initiatives 
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Burundi

Data Services
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Community Building



Innovation/Exploration



Innovation/Exploration



Thoughts
Opportunities in meta-analysis

Research questions
Tools/skills for analysis
Software and tools for data consumption

Multisectoral collaboration and engagement
APIs and Data freshness
Opening the Community
Data Deficit



Stay in touch
hdx.rwlabs.org
Email us with questions at hdx@un.org
Follow us @humdata for tweets on #opendata 
and #HXL 


