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STATEMENT BY H.E ENGGARTIASTO LUKITA 
MINISTER OF TRADE OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA  

AT THE INDONESIA-AFRICA BUSINESS FORUM 
BNDCC, NUSADUA, BALI - INDONESIA 

WEDNESDAY, 11TH APRIL 2018  
09.25 – 09.35am 

 
Excellency Ministers and Vice-Ministers from 
Indonesia and African Countries; 
Distinguished Heads of Delegation, Senior Officials, 
Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs from both 
Indonesia and Africa; 
The Honorable Chairman of Indonesia’s Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Mr. Rosan Roeslani; 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
A very good morning to you all. 
Let me first welcome you to Bali, the Island of Gods, 
where business and pleasure usually go hand-in-hand 
very well and supportive of each other.  
 
Many of you have travelled from near and a far to 
come to this forum, to see each other in the pursuance 
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of better economic linkages between our two regions. I 
therefore would like to express my utmost 
appreciation to you, and hope that you could make the 
best of your time here in Bali, not only to participate in 
official and business events, but also to experience 
first-hand the unique culture, culinary, beaches and 
hills that Bali is offering to all of us.  
 
It is a great pleasure for me to address such a 
distinguished forum, where business champions and 
leading entrepreneurs from Indonesia and the African 
continent get together. I could sense the enthusiasm in 
this room to discuss ways to bring Indonesia-African 
relations into a brighter future.  
 
This is very much in line with our President His 
Excellency Mr. Joko Widodo’s wishes, that we build 
stronger ties to better promote economic relations 
within the context of “Bandung spirit” of the Asia-
African Conference. 
 
I, therefore, wish to express my sincere appreciation to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Indonesia, to the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, and to all other parties who have made 
excellent preparations for us to have the first-ever 
Indonesia - Africa Business Forum.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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While continuing our efforts to strengthen our strong 
bonds which were laid down by the Bandung’s Asia-
African Conference in 1955, our relations were actually 
predated long before the holding of historic Bandung 
Conference.  
 
Our relations could be traced back to 1652, when a 
group of people from what is known today as the 
Island of Java landed on the beach of Cape of Good 
Hope. This was followed by the arrival of Syech Yusuf 
of Makassar in 1694, who was sent to the penal 
settlement exile in Cape Town by the colonial ruler of 
the Netherlands. 
 
Time has flown since then into the 21st century, and 
the descendants of Javanese from the Island of Java as 
well as Bugisness from the land of Makassar—who are 
generally known in South Africa as “Cape Malayans”—
have become an integral part of the South African 
nation. There are around 166 thousands of Cape 
Malayans in Cape Town, and around 10,000 in 
Johannesburg. 
 
I have no doubt….these Cape Malayans have spread 
across the African continent, and some of them may 
have migrated to Mozambique, Nigeria, Kenya, 
Tanzania and other African countries. If you bump into 
one of them back in your countries, please convey my 
wish of “Salam Sejahtera,” or literally “Good Day.” 
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But why Indonesia? What is it that warrants you 
traveling 8,582 kilometers from Johannesburg to Bali? 
To fly 12,703 kilometers from Marrakesh to this room? 
 
Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Let me share with you Indonesia in a nutshell.  
 
This largest archipelagic country in the world is home 
to 266 million people, making Indonesia the fourth 
largest country in term of population. This is a country 
where you could find more than 300 ethnic groups and 
1,340 tribes speaking more than 746 local languages 
and dialects.  
 
They live on 17,504 large and small islands where 
9,634 of them have not been named yet! You see? 
Business opportunity there is, if you could sell to us 
some names for our thousands of islands. 
  
I believe you would agree with me that Indonesia’s 
economic prospect is promising. The country is slowly 
but surely cementing a reputation as a standout in the 
global economy, aided by a strong domestic economy 
and a government embracing pro-market reforms.  
 
Indonesia currently ranks as the 16th largest economy 
in the world based on the nominal GDP, or the 8th 
based on the Purchasing Power Parity. One survey by 
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McKinsey in 2012 suggested that by 2030 Indonesia 
could become the 7th largest economy in the world, 
with 135 million members of consumer class and 1.8 
trillion US Dollar market opportunities in consumer 
services, agriculture and fisheries, resources and 
education. 
 
Another survey by Price-Waterhouse Coopers 
suggested that Indonesia will be among the world's 
biggest economies by 2030. It further predicts that 
Indonesia will become the fourth largest economy by 
2050 with an estimated GDP of 10.5 trillion US Dollar.  
 
All this will help turning Indonesia into the strongest 
economy in Southeast Asia if not East Asia. In fact, 
Indonesia has played key roles in this region and 
beyond. 
 
Indonesia is a founding father and the critical mass of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN. 
Indonesia is also a founding father of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation, or APEC.  
 
Indonesia is the initiator of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership or RCEP, in 
which ASEAN and its six FTA partners are negotiating a 
mega-regional economic block. RCEP potentially 
includes 3.4 billion people or 45% of the world’s 
population, with a combined GDP of about 21.3 trillion 
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USD, accounting for about 40% of world trade. 
 
Indonesia is also a member of other groupings of 
countries that have grown in importance in recent 
years. Amongst these groups that are relevant to our 
gathering today are D8 and the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association, or IORA. 
 
Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I hope that by now, you have a much clearer picture of 
what Indonesia is about. We are inspired to catapult 
our economy into a brighter future based on our 
abundant natural and human resources, our improved 
mastery of technology and innovation, our talent and 
passions on both new things and our legacies. 
 
But Indonesia does not and cannot live in a vacuum—
none of us can. Indonesia could realize its long-term 
vision only if we are able to enhance our economic 
relations with other nations on the premise of a “win-
win” principle.  
 
And Africa has been and will continue to be one of our 
high priorities to work with through closer cooperation 
and collaboration in order to reap the benefits of 
globalized world.  
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Stronger cooperation and collaboration with Africa will 
give Indonesia a greater role, not only on the 
development of the African continent, but also in the 
rapidly changing context of Afro-Asian relations within 
the spirit of 1955 Bandung solidarity. But should we 
start from a scratch? I don’t believe so.  
 
Big Indonesian companies have been in the continent 
for more than a decade now. They include Indofood, 
Sinar Mas Group, Wilmar Group, Kalbe Farma, Tjiwi 
Kimia Finance, and others.  
 
Some, smaller Indonesian companies have also made 
their moves to look into the African markets by joining 
trade and investment missions organized by either the 
Ministry of Trade or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Indonesia 
 
Some of these companies participated in annual trade 
events such as Dakar International Trade Fair in 
Senegal.  
 
And talking about Dakar, you may notice that one of 
the most favorite tires used in the annual Paris-Dakar 
rally is Achilles, which are made in Indonesia by 
Multistrada Arah Sarana.  
 
Achilles Desert tires have a very good rating in term of 
handling in extreme dry and wet conditions, in terms 
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of comfort, noise and tread-wear.  
Well…I do not intend to speak as the sales person for 
Achilles tires this morning… But what I am trying to get 
across is that Indonesian products have been in your 
continent for some times.  
 
You can find our products in Sierra Leone, Guinea, 
Nigeria, Egypt, Algeria, Tanzania, Madagascar, Kenya, 
Benin, Angola, Ghana, and Mozambique. I can keep on 
going with a longer list, but suffice it to say that we 
may not be aware that we have business connections 
already, and the challenge before us now is to take this 
to the next level.  
 
To our business guests from African countries, one way 
of deepening and expanding your business with 
Indonesia is to know Indonesian products better.  
 
In this regard, I hope you have had time yesterday and 
will have some more times today to visit our 
Indonesia’s Product Exhibition at Hall One through Hall 
Three in this building. There are 53 companies 
participating in this exhibition. They show case some of 
the best Indonesian products made by small, medium 
and large enterprises.  
 
You could find a range of products there, from the 
ones made by our strategic industries, to automotive, 
pharmacy, coffee, constructions, processed foods, 
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palm oil products, finance, medical equipment, 
technology, fashion and accessories, to handicrafts, 
home décor, and organic products.  
 
I also wish to inform you that we have an annual trade 
event in Jakarta called Trade Expo Indonesia. This is 
one of the largest trade fairs in the region where you 
could see first-hand many quality products that 
Indonesia could offer to international markets.  
 
Last year, there were 27,711 foreign visitors attending 
the Expo, 596 of which came from 27 African countries. 
The transaction with African businesses was recorded 
at 11.39 million US Dollar out of 1.4 billion US Dollar of 
the total transaction during the five-day expo. 
 
This year, the 33rd Trade Expo Indonesia will be held 
from 24th to 28th of October 2018 at the Indonesia 
Convention and Exhibition, Bumi Serpong Damai, a 
new business district adjacent to Jakarta.  
 
I suggest you to mark your calendar as early as possible 
to visit the Expo where you may find your new 
suppliers of quality goods and services, or meet 
potential partners for investment. 
 
And to Indonesian businesses present today, let me 
assure you that the Government will facilitate your 
outreach to the African continent in search of new 
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opportunities.  
 
We have diplomatic missions in 50 out of 54 African 
countries. We also have a permanent observer in Addis 
Ababa, the Ethiopian capital that hosts the African 
Union headquarters. We keep a close-eye on the 
development of the African Union, including the 
recently signed pact to establish the African 
Continental Free Trade Area.  
 
Indonesian business needing assistance could contact 
our diplomatic missions there, but of course the 
Government in Jakarta working together with our 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry are more than 
willing to assist in any way possible. 
 
We had visited some capitals in Africa last year to 
propose negotiations toward Preferential Trade 
Agreements with the South African Customs Union, 
Southern African Development Community, East-
African Community, and the Economic Community of 
West African States. These are in addition to our 
bilateral approach to such countries as Nigeria, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Kenya, South Africa, and others. 
 
In short, the Government of Indonesia has shown its 
great interest in building commercial bridges with the 
African continent, and has taken the first steps 
accordingly. It is hard time now that business from 
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both sides show supports to our initiatives, because we 
mean business now.  
 
Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The future of global economy remains uncertain. 
Brexit, Trump-nomics, the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
and Disruptive Changes brought by it, trade wars, and 
recent failure of the WTO Ministerial Conference in 
Buenos Aires, all send a very clear signal to us; that is, 
time is now to get serious if we are to enhance 
mutually beneficial commercial relations between 
Indonesia and Africa. 
 
With that, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I wish you all a 
fruitful and inspiring business forum today. I hope you 
could spend some more days to enjoy the hospitality 
and fun that Bali could offer to you before flying back 
home.  
 
And I sincerely wish that your visit to Bali this time will 
leave a fond memory of our good conversations 
toward a brighter future; for Indonesia; and for Africa.  
Thank you.  
 
 
Minister of Trade 
Enggartiasto Lukita 


