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DISCIPLINE AND PROHIBITION ON SUBSIDIES TO IUU-FISHING 

COMMUNICATION BY NORWAY  

The following communication, dated 26 June 2017, is being circulated at the request of the 

Delegation of Norway. 

_______________ 
 
In the negotiations to implement Sustainable Development Goal 14.6 in the WTO, Norway has 
underlined the need to have clear and enforceable disciplines on fisheries subsidies. In the 

negotiations regarding a prohibition on subsidies to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing 
(IUU-fishing), WTO Members share a common goal to prohibit such subsidies. Following the 
discussions on how to implement a general prohibition, it is our impression that negotiations seem 
to be moving towards an acceptance to use the IUU-lists of Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations (RFMOs) but that including other international lists is more controversial.  

Norway hereby proposes that Members shall ensure that their subsidies programs that give 
support to fishing and fishing related activities include the requirement to check that the vessels 

are not IUU-vessels. This requirement includes checking the owners or operators controlling the 

operation of the fishing vessels.  

RFMOs have their own procedures for both including and eliminating vessels on their lists. 
Regarding the requirement to check information from relevant coastal states, we suggest a limit of 
five years on how far back authorities need to check.  

To ensure that Members put in place the abovementioned requirement, the negotiating group 

should discuss whether each Member should notify its implementation of such a procedure. 

Members might also want to discuss whether a qualification is needed to make clear, that nothing 
in this article shall prejudice the rights, obligations and jurisdiction of Members under 
international law.  

For greater clarity, this proposal is meant to be inserted into a larger text based on the whole 
mandate of SDG 14.6 and within the meaning of Article 1.1 and Article 2 of the Agreement on 

Subsidies and Countervailing Measures. 

PROPOSAL 

ARTICLE - VESSELS ENGAGED IN IUU-FISHING  

No Member shall grant or maintain subsidies of any kind to vessels, owners or operators engaged 
in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 
 
To this end, before a Member grants a subsidy, it shall ensure that the fishing vessel1 neither 
appears on an IUU-vessel list of a Regional Fisheries Management Organization nor that the fishing 

vessel has operated in waters under the jurisdiction of any Member without the permission of that 
Member during the preceding five years. 

__________ 

                                                
1 For the purpose of this proposal, this includes the owners or operators controlling the operation of the 

fishing vessel. 


