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Members of the Board of Directors of Afreximbank 

Executive Management of Afreximbank 

Distinguished Partners and Customers of the Bank 

Captains of Industry 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

  

It is a great honour and privilege for me to welcome you all to this very first 

Roundtable Discussion for Intra-African Trade Champions (Intra-Champs) 

holding here in Kigali, on the sidelines of Afreximbank’s Annual General 

Meeting. I would like to begin by thanking all of you for taking time out of 

your busy schedules to be here as Partners in this important journey 

towards increasing intra-African trade and achieving Africa’s economic 

transformation.  

 dx 

As many of you are aware, when I assumed office as President of 

Afreximbank in September 2015, I announced that the promotion of intra-

African trade would be the cornerstone of my tenure as President of 

Afreximbank. Accordingly, Intra-African trade along with industrialization 

and export development, trade finance leadership and financial soundness 

form the key pillars of the Bank’s strategic plan for the period from 2017 – 

2021.  

 

Ladies and gentleman, I truly believe, that intra-African trade holds the key 

to sustainable growth on our continent. Promotion of intra-African trade will 

improve Africa's dynamic comparative advantage in the export of light 



manufactures, act as absorbents to global shocks, create jobs, facilitate 

transfer of technology and promote regional peace and security.  

 

This thinking underlies the Bank’s Intra-African Trade Strategy which has 

been developed with the philosophy that building robust domestic and 

continental supply chains in Africa would facilitate a seamless flow of goods 

and services across borders. In 2016, we created a division within the 

Bank, led Ms. Kanayo Awani, to drive the implementation of our Intra-

African Trade Strategy. 

 

The Intra-African Trade Strategy identified the need to support companies 

of a certain size who have proven intra-African trade experience and 

operations with value chains spanning a number of African countries. This 

unique group of African companies have been branded Intra-African Trade 

Champions (Intra-Champs). The Banks support to Intra-Champs will be 

through a number of interventions including financing, enabling market 

access and other technical assistance initiatives. 

 

Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen, we are here today to hold the very first 

meeting of this special group of companies. The objective of today’s 

meeting is to introduce the concept generally and to create an opportunity 

for the Bank to improve its understanding of the requirements, financial and 

otherwise, of the Intra-Champs. We also hope that the round-table will 

provide a platform for networking and development of further business 

opportunities between our esteemed guests and clients.  

 



With your permission, I would like to call on Kanayo Awani, Managing 

Director, Intra-African Trade Initiative to present the keynote speech and to 

facilitate discussions for the rest of today. Kanayo Awani joined the Bank in 

2009, after almost 17 years at Citibank. Before her appointment as head of 

the Intra-African Trade Initiative, Kanayo led our efforts in significantly 

growing the Trade Finance business of the Bank. She also played a central 

role in the development of the Bank’s intra-African trade strategy. 

 

As I leave the stage for Ms. Awani, I hope that the deliberations will be 

productive and I look forward to future sessions as we chart the course for 

sustainable economic growth and development in Africa. 

 


