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Draft Objectives and Guiding Principles for Negotiating the Continental Free Trade Area 
(CFTA)

Objectives 

1. Within the broader framework of the Abuja Treaty Establishing the African Economic 
Community, the objective of launching negotiations for the CFTA is to achieve a comprehensive 
and mutually beneficial trade agreement among the Member States of the African Union. The 
Objectives of the CFTA are as follows; 

i. To promote Social and economic transformation for inclusive growth and sustainable 
development  in line with Agenda 2063;

ii. Expand intra-African trade through better harmonization and coordination of trade 
liberalization and facilitation regimes and instruments across RECs and across Africa 
in general; and 

iii. In the context of boosting intra-Africa Trade, to create a single continental market for 
goods and services, with free movement of persons to be achieved progressively 
starting with free movement of business persons and investments, and thus pave the 
way for accelerating the establishment of the Continental Customs Union;
     

iv. Resolve the challenges of multiple and overlapping memberships and expedite the 
regional and continental integration processes;

v. Enhance competitiveness at all levels and more specifically at  the industry and 
enterprise level through exploiting opportunities for economies of scale, 
continental/global market access and better reallocation of resources and  by 
promoting the development of infrastructure

Scope and Guiding Principles for Negotiating the CFTA

2. Negotiations for the CFTA will build on the progress that has been made in the various 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and their indispensible role in contributing to regional 
economic integration and strengthening economic cooperation among AU Member States. In 
this regard, negotiations for the CFTA shall be guided by the following principles, 

i. Ultimately the scope of the CFTA shall cover Trade in Goods, Trade in Services,
Investment, Trade Development, Intellectual Property Rights, Dispute Settlement, 
and Competition Policy. Negotiations shall also be carried out on Movement of 
Business Persons. 

ii. The CFTA should build on the progress that has been made in the trade liberalisation
programs of the Regional Economic Communities, IGAD, ECCAS, ECOWAS CEN-
SAD, UMA and the Tripartite Free Trade Area among Member States of COMESA, 
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EAC and SADC. In this regard, existing levels of tariff liberalisation and policies that 
promote freer trade will not be rolled back.  

iii. During the Negotiations for the CFTA, Member States of RECs that intend to enter 
into trade negotiations with third parties shall notify other Members States of the AU 
through the African Union Commission. 

iv. The CFTA will provide for substantial liberalisation established on a tariff free, quota 
free and exemption free basis.  

v. The gradual decline of tariffs over the years has in some countries lead to the 
proliferation of non-tariff barriers. The CFTA Agreement should promote the 
movement of persons, goods, services and capital by ensuring that Parties to the 
CFTA maintain transparent procedures and consult relevant stakeholders in 
developing regulations that may affect trade 

vi. The CFTA will aim at creating a liberal, facilitative, and competitive investment 
environment in the Africa. Negotiations for investment under the CFTA will cover the 
four pillars of promotion, protection, facilitation and liberalization.

vii. With a view to broadening the industrial base in Africa, the CFTA will aim to facilitate 
the development and strengthening of regional value chains.

viii. Due consideration should be given to the different levels of development of the 
Member States and their ability to participate effectively in trade liberalisation.  

ix. In recognition of the principle of Variable Geometry, countries are allowed to join the 
CFTA at a later state in accordance with accession criteria agreed upon.

x. Negotiations for the CFTA shall be Member State driven and decisions shall be taken 
by consensus.

xi. The negotiations for the CFTA will commence in 2015 and should conclude by an 
indicative date of July 2017. 

xii. Negotiations shall be conducted in a transparent manner including  sharing 
information on tariffs and measures/regulations affecting trade and investment in 
their countries.
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Draft Objectives and Guiding Principles for Negotiating the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA)



Objectives 



1.	Within the broader framework of the Abuja Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community, the objective of launching negotiations for the CFTA is to achieve a comprehensive and mutually beneficial trade agreement among the Member States of the African Union. The Objectives of the CFTA are as follows; 



i. To promote Social and  economic transformation for inclusive growth and sustainable development   in line with Agenda 2063;



ii. Expand intra-African trade through better harmonization and coordination of trade liberalization and facilitation regimes and instruments across RECs and across Africa in general; and  



iii.  In the context of boosting intra-Africa Trade, to create a single continental market for goods and services, with free movement of  persons to be achieved progressively starting with free movement of business persons and investments, and thus pave the way for accelerating the establishment of the Continental Customs Union;

     

iv. Resolve the challenges of multiple and overlapping memberships and expedite the regional and continental integration processes;



v. Enhance competitiveness at all levels and more specifically at  the industry and enterprise level through exploiting opportunities for economies of scale, continental/global market access and better reallocation of resources  and  by promoting the development of infrastructure





Scope and Guiding Principles for Negotiating the CFTA



2.	Negotiations for the CFTA will build on the progress that has been made in the various Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and their indispensible role in contributing to regional economic integration and strengthening economic cooperation among AU Member States. In this regard, negotiations for the CFTA shall be guided by the following principles, 



i. Ultimately the scope of the CFTA shall cover Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment, Trade Development, Intellectual Property Rights, Dispute Settlement, and Competition Policy. Negotiations shall also be carried out on Movement of Business Persons. 



ii. The CFTA should build on the progress that has been made in the trade liberalisation programs of the Regional Economic Communities, IGAD, ECCAS, ECOWAS CEN-SAD, UMA and the Tripartite Free Trade Area among Member States of COMESA, EAC and SADC. In this regard, existing levels of tariff liberalisation and policies that promote freer trade will not be rolled back.  





iii. During the Negotiations for the CFTA, Member States of RECs that intend to enter into trade negotiations with third parties shall notify other Members States of the AU through the African Union Commission. 



iv. The CFTA will provide for substantial liberalisation established on a tariff free, quota free and exemption free basis.  



v. The gradual decline of tariffs over the years has in some countries lead to the proliferation of non-tariff barriers. The CFTA Agreement should promote the movement of persons, goods, services and capital by ensuring that Parties to the CFTA maintain transparent procedures and consult relevant stakeholders in developing regulations that may affect trade 



vi. The CFTA will aim at creating a liberal, facilitative, and competitive investment environment in the Africa. Negotiations for investment under the CFTA will cover the four pillars of promotion, protection, facilitation and liberalization.



vii. With a view to broadening the industrial base in Africa, the CFTA will aim to facilitate the development and strengthening of regional value chains.



viii. Due consideration should be given to the different levels of development of the Member States and their ability to participate effectively in trade liberalisation.  



ix. In recognition of the principle of Variable Geometry, countries are allowed to join  the CFTA at a later state in accordance with accession criteria agreed upon. 



x. Negotiations for the CFTA shall be Member State driven and decisions shall be taken by consensus.

xi. The negotiations for the CFTA will commence in 2015 and should conclude by an indicative date of July 2017. 

xii. Negotiations shall be conducted in a transparent manner including  sharing information on   tariffs and measures/regulations affecting trade and investment in their countries.
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