MAURITIUS TRADE & TARIFF UPDATE
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Regional Economic Communities Intra-Africa total trade (imports & exports)

e Mauritius is a member of the
Common Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa (COMESA) and the

Southern African Development o
Community (SADC). I6 /o

e Mauritius ratified the AfCFTA in . . .
Mauritius's intra-Africa trade

October 2019 and has submitted )
its tariff schedule of concessions as share of its Global trade

COMESA

e COMESA has 21 member states,
17 of which are part of the
COMESA Free Trade Area.

e DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia and
Somalia are all in the process of
acceding to the COMESA FTA

Members of the COMESA FTA:
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89i E‘OOJSS Eritrea e Double digit intra-Africa trade
Engpt Efhiopig growth recorded over the 2020
Bk Somalia and 2021 period

Kenya * Intra-Africa exports were

Libya affected by Covid-19
Madagascar disruptions since in 2020
Malawi e Intra-Africa exports have
Mauritius exceeded the 2019 levels by
Rwanda over US$23 million in 2021
Seychelles having declined by about US$56
ouaan million in 2020

Udanda e Intra-Africa imports were

ng bia affected by Covid-19 and
s lsnane have recovered after a decline

in 2020, however have not
SADC reached the 2019 levels

e SADC s a Regional Economic

2021

US$1.1 bn

Mauritius's intra-Africa trade
in 2021

Mauritius is a net importer
with Africa

Exports accounted for only
43% (US$468 million) of its
intra-Africa trade in 2021

Community with 16 member Top 10 intra-Africa export Top 10 intra-Africa import sources

states - all the SACU countries, destinations (2021) (2021)
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Mauritius' intra-Africa exp

orts by product group

(2021)

B Other (1.65%)

e Textiles and clothing is Mauritius'
largest intra-Africa export
accounting for almost 60% of its

B Textiles & clothing (59.14%) intra-Africa exports

Bl Food, beverages & tobacco (17.3%) e Food, beverages and tobacco

(mostly sugar) account for an

B Plastic products (5.88%) additional 17% share of
B Machinery (4.71%) Mauritius' intra-Africa exports

B Base metals (3.93%) e South Africa (50%) and

Madagascar (28%) are Mauritius

B Chemical products (3.35%) main intra-Africa export

destinations accounting for 78%

Paper products (1.77%) of its intra-Africa exports
B Specialised equipment (0.77%)
B Footwear (0.76%) destinations are in COMESA and

e Top 10 intra-Africa export

SADC regions accounting for

B Misc manufact articles (0.75%) 98% of its intra-Africa exports

e No non-SADC or non-
COMESA countries featurein
the Top 10 export destinations

Mauritius' intra-Africa imports by product group

(2021

e Mauritius imports mostly
finished goods, food and mineral
products, which account for over
60% of its intra-Africa imports

e Primary based natural resource
products and non-processed
agricultural intra-Africa imports
are minimal

o 66% of Mauritius' intra-
Africa imports originate South

Africa. Other sources include
Seychelles (11%) and Kenya (7%)

e [ntra-Africaimports are mostly
from SADC and COMESA
member states.

e Morocco is the only non-Member
that features in the Top 10
import sources accounting for

)

™ Mineral products (17.8%)

™ Food, beverages & tobacco (17.72%)

I Live animals, animal products (16.24%)

" Machinery (8.77%)

B Textiles & clothing (6.84%)

. Vegetable products (6.69%)
Chemical products (6.08%)

B Base metals (4.47%)

B Transport equipment (3.59%)

" Plastic products (2.58%)

M Other (9.23%)

1% share
5 year growth performance 5 year growth performance Export markets showing
(exports) (imports) significant growth
Mauritius' intra-Africa exports have remained Mauritius intra-Africa imports have been Mauritius is yet to harness its full potential.
relatively stagnant increasing by only 1% declining by 2% (CAGR) over review period
(CAGR) over review period 2017 - 2021 2017 - 2021. Half of Mauritius’ exports are destined to
South Africa and there is need for the
Exports to top destinations South Africa and Top import supplier South Africa's, exports country to expand beyond SADC and
Madagascar grew by 1% and 6% (CAGR) to Mauritius declined by 2% (CAGR) COMESA
respectively over review period 2017 - 2021 over the review period (2017-2021)
Mauritius should prioritise development of
Base metals, Specialised equipment and raw Machinery, Base Metals and Wood strategic sectors such as pharmaceuticals,
hides recorded the highest growth rates of products recorded the highest growth rates clothing and textiles, food, education, and
39%; 18% & 15% (CAGR) respectively over of 12%; 11% and 7% (CAGR) respectively financial services under AFCFTA in order to
review period 2017 - 2021 for period (2017-2021) drive economic transformation.

MARKET ACCESS - Mauritius' tariff regime
(intra-Africa)

e Most of the goods imported
7.5 into Mauritius from other
SADC and COMESA
0 FTAs enter duty-free.
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MAURITIUS' TRADE STRATEGY

e Mauritius has a liberal economic and trade policy,

e The elimination of trade barriers at all levels is a key objective for
Mauritius to enhance its export competitiveness and to expanding
sourcing options.

e In 2021, Mauritius signed a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and
Partnership Agreement (CECPA) with India. The Agreement provides
that exports of more than615 products from Mauritius will benefit from
tariff liberalisation;

o 376 products will benefit from duty-free access,

e 127 products (sugar, rum, fruit, wine, among others) will face reduced
tariffs, and

o 112 products will benefit from reduced tariffs under a system of
Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs)

e The Mauritian Strategy to Leverage the Opportunities in the AfCFTA is a
key element of the country’s broader Africa Strategy that governs the
country’s relationship with the continent (UNECA)

most by value outside SADC
and COMESA and attract duty
free tariffs

Mauritius non-
COMESA non-SADC
intra-Africa imports
share by value
(2021)

B Dutyfree(99.07%) W 10%band (0.75%)
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Mauritius' average intra-Africa non-tariff trade costs
for manufactured & agricultural goods (2015-2019)

MAURITIUS' MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS NON-TARIFF MAURITIUS' AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS NON-TARIFF
TRADE COSTS (2015-2019) AD VALOREM EQUIVALENT TRADE COSTS (2015-2019) AD VALOREM EQUIVALENT
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Sources: ITC TradeMap; World Bank WITS (TRAINS);
World Bank ESCAP Trade Cost databases; UNECA;
India - Mauritius CECPA
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https://www.tradeeconomics.com/the-mauritian-strategy-to-leverage-the-opportunities-in-the-african-continental-free-trade-area-afcfta/
https://www.mauritiustrade.mu/en/trade-agreements/india

