
Zambia: Intra-Africa trade and tariff
profile 2020

COMESA

SADC

Regional Economic Communities
Zambia is a member of the
Common Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa (COMESA) and the
Southern African Development
Community (SADC). The African
Continental Free Trade Agreement
(AfCFTA) entered into force on 30
May 2019. Zambia has  ratified  the
AfCFTA and submitted
the schedule of tariff concessions. 

SADC is a Regional Economic
Community with 16 member
states - all the SACU countries,
Angola, DRC, Seychelles,
Comoros, Madagascar, Tanzania,
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mauritius,
Mozambique and Malawi.  13
SADC member states are
members of the SADC  Free
Trade  Area (FTA).  Comoros  and
DRC are yet to join the FTA.
Angola has submitted its tariff
offer to join the SADC FTA.

Members of the SADC FTA:

Botswana
Eswatini
Lesotho
Madagascar
Malawi
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Seychelles
South Africa
Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Comoros
DRC
Angola (has
submitted its offer)

Intra-Africa exports
For 2020, 21% of Zambia's world exports were to the rest of Africa. Zambia's main African destination
markets are other COMESA and SADC countries. The value of  2020 intra-Africa exports is  US$1.6
billion. The main export products are cement, electrical energy amd sulphuric acid.

Intra-Africa imports
For 2020, 46% of Zambia's world imports were intra-Africa imports. Zambia's intra-Africa imports are
mainly from COMESA and SADC countries. Between 2019 and 2020, intra-Africa imports declined by

27%. Petroleum oils (not crude) and fertilisers are the main import products.

Petroleum oils  (excl. crude) (7.07%)

Fertilisers (with 2 or 3 nitrogen elements) (7.07%)

Medicaments  (3.03%)

Nitrogenous fertilisers (3.03%)

Frozen �sh  (3.03%)

Other (76.77%)
Zambia

Intra-Africa imports intra-Africa imports as % of world
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MAIN DESTINATIONS

DRC: 59% of intra-Africa
exports

South Africa: 12% of intra-
Africa exports

Malawi: 6% of intra-Africa
exports

Cement

8% of intra-Africa exports

All of Zambia's world
cement
exports

Electrical
energy

7% of intra-Africa
exports

All of Zambia's
world electrical

exports

Sulphuric
acid

6% of intra-Africa exports
All of Zambia's world

sulphuric acid exports

Copper ores &
concentrates
5% of intra-Africa

exports

48% of Zambia's world
copper ores &
concentrates

exports 

Cane/beet
sugar

5% of intra-Africa
exports

All of Zambia's
world cane/beet

sugar exports

Zimbabwe: 6% of intra-Africa
exports
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Namibia: 4% of intra-Africa
exports

Trade balance with designated countries (US$m)% change in exports and imports
(2019 to 2020)

Exports: 33% decline
Imports: 21% decline

Exports: 12% increase
Imports: 69% decline

Zimbabwe

Exports: 217% increase
Imports: 19% decline

Exports: 0%
Imports: 64% decline

South Africa

DRC

Exports: 3% increase
Imports: 1% increase

Namibia

Tanzania

Exports: 5% increase
Imports: 30% decine

Malawi

COMESA has 21 member states, 17
of which are part of the COMESA
Free Trade Area. DRC, Eritrea,
Ethiopia and Somalia are all in the
process of accession

Burundi
Comoros
Djibouti
Egypt
Eswatini
Kenya
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mauritius
Rwanda
Seychelles
Sudan
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

DRC
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Somalia

Members of the COMESA FTA:



MFN duty categories & % of national tariff lines in each category

5% tariff
live animals
dried beans
seeds for sowing
oilcake
minerals
paper & paperboard
bicycle parts
synthetic fibres & yarns
base metals 

copper ores & concentrates
infant formula milk
roses
crude soy & seed oils
chemical products
construction machinery
tractors
ambulances
crane lorries & motorcycles
plastic pipes & tubing
most products of iron
fertiliser

25% duties
beef, lamb & chicken; fresh & frozen fish; milk & cream,
yoghurt & buttermilk; fresh flowers, vegetables, nuts &
fruit; coffee, tea & spices; chocolate; pasta; juices &
alcoholic beverages; soaps; pneumatic tyres; most
fabrics and clothing and household appliances

flat-rolled products of iron &
non-alloy steel
passenger vehicles
goods vehicles weighing more
than 5 tons and all-purpose
vehicles

26%

Duty-free

25%

31%

30% tariff

Trade with African countries outside COMESA and SADC
Only 0.15% of the world and 1% of intra-Africa exports are to African countries not members of COMESA & SADC. 22% of these exports are
unmanufactured tobacco. In terms of imports, 0.4% of the world and 1% of intra-Africa imports are sourced from African countries outside

COMESA & SADC. Imports are mainly fertilisers containing 3 nitrogen elements accounting for 68% of imports from African countries not
members of COMESA & SADC.

Zambia

Imports into Zambia Exports from Zambia

22%
Unmanuf
actured
tobacco

9% 8% 7%8%
Mobile
drilling

derricks

Arieal
reflectors

n.e.s

Operating
tables
n.e.s

Roasted
iron pyrites

85%
Morocco

3% 2% 1%2%
Ivory
Coast

Mali Guinea
Ghana

Algeria:
15% duty

Ghana & Congo
(2015):
5% duty

Central African
Republic

(2017):
20% duty

Central African
Republic (2017):

5% duty 

Congo (2015):
5% duty

Duty-free:
Fertilisers with 3
nitrogen elements
and
ammonium
dihydrogen
orthophosphate

25% duty:
Cosmetic

preparations n.e.s
Duty-free:

Menthol

5% duty: 
Medical instruments
and drilling machine

parts

5% duty:
Machine parts n.e.s

15% duty:
Transmission apparatus

5% duty:
Respiration
apparatus
Duty-free:

Diagnostic or
laboratory reagents

Duty-free:
86%

10% tariff:
0.2%

25% tariff:
7%

15% tariff:
3%

All of Zambia's world imports of ginseng roots and ethylene
dichloride are sourced from African countries outside COMESA &

SADC.

Of the top 20 import products, the highest tariffs (25% duty) are
applicable to imports of cosmetics n.e.s, make-up preparations,
prepared/preserved sardines, footwear, organic surface-active
products, magnetic media recording products and soap. A 15%

duty is applied on imports of transmission apparatus and iron or
steel structures or parts n.e.s. Imports of medical instruments,

respiration apparatus, machine parts  n.e.s and drilling machine
parts are charged 5% duty. The following products are imported

duty-free:
fertilisers containing 3 nitrogen elements
ammonium dihydrogen orthophosphate

Carnallite
Menthol

Sodium sulphides
Printed books

% of 2020
imports by MFN

applied tariff
category

Intra-Africa tariffs
Most of the goods imported into Zambia from SADC and COMESA FTAs' countries enter duty-free. Imports from countries outside the
COMESA and SADC FTAs face MFN applied duties with 6 tariff bands - duty-free, 5%, 10%, 15%, 25%, 30% & 40%.

2%

40% duties
plastic bags
wood and most items of wood
including fuel wood, chips,
pellets, sawdust, charcoal,
sawn & rough wood,
fiberboard
clothes hangers
flooring & veneer sheets
articles of cork and electric
water heaters 11%

0.4%

15% tariff
sweetened milk, eggs, grains, rice & maize;
starches, groundnuts, seeds & refined oils;
cocoa beans, butter & paste; rubber articles;
skins & hides; cotton yarn & fabrics and most
vehicles and their parts

40% tariff:
0.005%

5% tariff:
4%



Congo: US$2 million
Botswana: US$1 million

DRC: US$1 million
Mozambique: US$1 million

 

Transportation costs
The UNCTAD transport cost database measures the cost of bilateral transport by product. Transport cost is defined as the difference between
the Cost, Insurance and Freight value and Free on Board value of goods. Transport cost across all modes of transport (road, rail, air, and sea)
is included. The initial data is for 2016 but is in the process of being updated.

Road transportation of steam or sand blasting machines is the most expensive. Road transport to Angola is the highest because of the high
costs of transporting steam or sand blasting machines via road transport. 

Tanzania Namibia South Africa Zimbabwe

0

0.1

US$ per unit cost of road transport for unmanufactured
tobacco

Soya bean seed n.e.s exports:
Ivory Coast (US$8.38 per unit)
Angola (US$0.91 per unit)
Tanzania (US$0.31 per unit)

Road transport costs of iron or non-
alloy steel bars & rods:

Tanzania (US$8.50 per unit)
South Africa (US$8.07 per unit)

Per unit cost of soya bean flour and meal
South Africa (US$6.59)
Tanzania (US$0.12)
Zimbabwe (US$0.03)

The per unit cost of transporting umbrellas by
road to Ghana (US$1.45) is more than the cost
of transporting maize seed to Senegal (US$0.26)

Per unit cost of handbags exports
Tanzania (US$1.48)
Namibia (US$0.73)
Zimbabwe (US$0.22)

Road transport costs for oilcake exports:
Zimbabwe (US$0.18 per unit)
Tanzania (US$0.03 per unit)
South Africa (US$1.14 per unit) 
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US$ per unit cost of road transport medicaments

Trade in services
The WTO-OECD Balanced Trade in Services Dataset (BaTiS) is an experimental dataset which contains a complete, consistent and balanced

matrix of international trade in services. Statistics cover the period 2005-2019, for over 200 reporters and partners, and 12 EBOPS 2010
categories in addition to total services. 

Sources: ITC TradeMap for trade in goods, ITC Market Access Map  for tariffs; World
Bank for non-tariff trade costs; UNCTAD for transportation costs; and WTO for trade in
services  

Services
exports

2019

Transport

Travel
South Africa: US$22 million

Angola: US$12 million
Nigeria: US$9 million

Zimbabwe: US$9 million
Egypt: US$7 million

Mauritius: US$3 million

South Africa: US$23 million
Angola: US$12 million
Nigeria: US$9 million

Zimbabwe: US$9 million
Egypt: US$7 million

Commercial services

Kenya
Other commercial services:

US$5 million 
Other

Other services:
US$5 million

Services imports 2019

COMMERCIAL
SERVICES

South Africa:
US$53 million

Egypt:
US$15million
Mauritius:

US$15 million
Tanzania:

US$12 million

TRAVEL

South Africa:
US$30 million

Mauritius:
US$11 million

Egypt:
US$8 million

Tanzania:
US$6 million

TRANSPORT
SERVICES

South Africa:  
US$18 million

Egypt:  
US$7 million

Kenya:
US$7 million

SOUTH
AFRICA

Other
commercial

services:
US$5 million

Other services:
US$5 million

Road transport for cereal exports:
South Africa (US$3.42 per unit)
Zimbabwe (US$1.84 per unit)

Per unit cost of ferro-silico-manganese
Tanzania (US$0.04)
Nigeria (US$0.03)
Zimbabwe (US$0.05)

The most expensive product to export to
Cameroon via road transport are stainless
steel household articles (US$0.98 per unit).

Road transport costs for bran, sharps and other
residues of maize exports:

Zimbabwe (US$0.86 per unit)
South Africa (US$0.06 per unit) 
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US$ per unit cost of road transport maize seed


