
South Africa's transport routes: air & maritime trade for January-June 2020
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69% of maritime imports are via the Port of
Durban. Imports are mainly from China,

Germany, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, India & the
US

Most of the imports via air transportation are
medical equipment, imports via maritime

transport are crude petroleum oil, distillate
fuel, vehicles and vehicle components, rice &

petrol



South Africa's transport routes: rail for January-June 2020
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of imports via rail transportation are from Botswana through the
Ramatlabama border post and are mainly imports of  dissodium  carbonate,
salt (not for human consumption) & coal.

46% 24% of the imports are distillate fuel from the UAE, Singapore, India &
Bahrain which enter South Africa via Mozambique
Re-imports of diesel locomotives also re-enter South Africa via Beitbridge
24% of rail imports are ships' derricks which entered from an unspecified
source.

88% of South Africa's rail exports cross into Mozambique
and  more than half of these exports are shipped to Asia
and Belgium. Exports via the Port of Maputo to China are
iron ores, chromium ores & ferro-chromium. Exports to
Singapore are iron ores, to Hong Kong chromium ores, to
Belgium ferro-chromium and to the UAE also chromium
ores and ferro-chromium.

39% of rail exports are ores & concentrates and 38% are
iron & steel. Exports are mainly iron ores, chromium ores
& ferro-chromium which cross into Mozambique at the
Lebombo border post and are then shipped to destinations
in Asia & Belgium via the Port of Maputo. Intra-Africa
exports are mainly fuel, iron ores & sulphates. Refined
sugar is also exported to Mozambique via rail link, also
cement clinkers to Lesotho via Maseru Bridge and
ammonia to Namibia via Nakop/Narogas.

The bulk of intra-Africa rail exports are to neighbouring
countries Namibia (Nakop/Narogas border), Botswana
(Ramatlabama), Zimbabwe (Beitbrdige), Mozambique
(Komatipoort/Lebombo), Eswatini (Golela) and Lesotho
(Maseru Bridge). However, some products are transported
further afield - fertiliser and sulphur destined for Zambia
go via Zimbabwe, while fuel exported to DRC goes via
Zimbabwe and Zambia. Wheat exports to Zimbabwe
and  Zambia travel via Ramatlabama (Botswana) to
Zimbabwe and then Zambia.Maputo



South Africa's transport routes: road transportation for January-June 2020

Namibia

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Mozambique

Lesotho

Eswatini

Netherlands

not defatted cocoa

paste

Manganese oresexported to Singapore,Philippines  &
Indonesia

Beer, li
ve cattle

 & fis
h  enter

South Afric
a via Botswana

Engines & vehicles

trucked via

Botswana

Angola

Zambia

DRC

Copper cathode imports into South
Africa via Zimbabwe & Botswana

Copper

cathodes &

steel tr
ucked

via Zim
babwe

Tanzania Fruit seed imports
via Zimbabwe

Malawi

Tea & shelled macadamia  nuts
via Zimbabwe; copper waste via
Mozambique

China
Canada
Finland
Germany
Ireland
Sweden
UK

Imports of
machinery &
vehicles via
Zimbabwe
shipped via
Tanzania and/or
Mozambique

Engine & vehicle
imports from Italy, UK
& Japan via Botswana

Imports into South Africa

petrol & distillate
fuel

Walvis Bay

Onion, apples, soaps & construction
equipment exported to Angola via Namibia

Printed materials, maize meal &
soaps enter Angola via Botswana

Congo
Maize meal exported to

Congo via Botswana

Maize meal, steel items & machinery enter DRC via
Botswana; fuel & wheat flour to DRC via Zimbabwe

Vehicles, machinery, steel
items, fertiliser & sulphur

via Zimbabwe

Vehicles via Botswana; explosives
& machinery via Zimbabwe

Wheat flour exported to

Congo via Zimbabwe

Plastics &

machinery enter

via Zimbabwe

Ve
hi

cl
es

 &
m

ac
hi

n
er

y 
en

te
r

vi
a 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e

M
achinery &

steel item
s enter

via Zim
babw

e

South Africa exports of refined
sugar to the UK & ferro-chromium
exports to China, Belgium, Italy,
Taiwan, Rwanda, Spain, Hong Kong,
UAE, US and India are shipped via
Mozambique
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exported via Botswana
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Exports by South Africa

69% of South   Africa's exports via road for
the first 6 months of 2020 are products
which are directly trucked to destination

Oshoek border crossing between South Africa & Eswatini
accounts for the largest value of goods imported via road
into South Africa; 28% of these imports.

markets via the land border crossing between
South Africa & designated destination market.
The exceptions are Beitbridge (Zimbabwe),
Grobler's Bridge & Ramatlabama (Botswana)
and Lebombo (Mozambique).

Only about half of exports crossing at
Beitbridge are destined for the Zimbabwean
market; 26% is destined for Zambia, 10% for
Malawi & 9% for the DRC.
Grobler's Bridge is a major gateway for South
Africa's exports to the rest of Africa as only 10% of
goods crossing here are destined for the Botswana
market. 58% is destined for Zambia, mainly
sulphur, fertiliser, appliances & parts and vehicles.
Lebombo border crossing is also a hub for exports
to further afield via the Port of Maputo; mainly
sugar exports to the UK and ferro-chromium
exported to Asia & Euope.

75% of road imports are trucked directly into South Africa via a
border crossing between South Africa and the originating
country.

42% of imports via Lebombo border crossing originate  in
Mozambique; the bulk of imports crossing the border is distillate
fuel originating in various countries further afield and shipped via
the Port of Maputo.

Only 34% of goods crossing at Grobler's Bridge, Ramatlabama &
Skilpadshek (Botswana) originate in Botswana. Other imports which enter
South Africa via these land crossings include beer & cattle originating in
Namibia, engines & vehicles from Angola, Italy, UK & Japan and copper
cathodes originating in the DRC.


