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COMESA has 21 member states of

which 16 are part of the COMESA

FTA - eSwatini has preferential

access under a derogation but is

exempt from reciprocating

preferences due to its membership of

SACU. The DRC, Eritrea,  Ethiopia,

Somalia and Tunisia are in the

process of joining the FTA.

Zimbabwe is a member of the Common Market for Eastern and

Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern

African Development Community (SADC).
  

Zimbabwe

SADC has 16 member states,

including all SACU countries,

Zimbabwe, Zambia, Madagascar,

Mozambique, Malawi, Seychelles

and Comoros. 13 SADC members

are in a Free Trade Agreement (FTA);

Comoros, DRC and Angola are yet

to join the FTA.

of total trade is

intra-Africa

Intra-Africa exports: 65% of world exports
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Intra-Africa imports: 50% of world imports
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Mozambique (6%)Zambia (6%)

0.02% of intra-Africa exports are to countries  outside SADC and COMESA

Main destination markets

Mali (79%) 

Ghana (1%) 

Morocco (2%) 

Nigeria (2%) 

Chad (15%) 

Electricity  meters (62%)
 
Men's tracksuits (textile
materials n.e.s) (12%) 

Electrical quantities
apparatus (10%) 

Safety headgear (4%) 

Men's tracksuits (man-
made fibres
n.e.s) (2%) 

Main export products

Senegal (1%) 

Other (10%) 

Intra-Africa  tariffs Most of the goods imported into Zimbabwe from other SADC and COMESA member

states enter duty-free, except for goods imported from Angola, Comoros, the DRC,

Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia and Tunisia. Angola, Comoros and  the DRC are in the

process of joining the SADC FTA. The DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia and Tunisia

are at various stages of becoming COMESA FTA members. Goods imported from

these countries are currently levied the MFN applied tariffs until tariff phase down is

realised.

African imports
from outside

COMESA and
SADC are

levied MFN
applied duties

Highest  MFN applied duties Lowest MFN applied duties

of intra-Africa imports are from countries  outside SADC and COMESA0.2%
Main source  markets Main import  products

Ammonium dihydrogen
phosphate (72%) 

Commodities n.e.s (14%) 

Medicaments (5%) 

New pneumatic
tyres (2%) 

Printing/copying/facsimile
machines (1%) 

Morocco (73%) 

Ghana (14%) 

Nigeria (9%) 

Ivory Coast (1%) 

Other (2%) 

Of the top 20 main import products from countries outside SADC and COMESA only five (at the HS6 level) are

imported duty-free: printing/copying/facsimile machines; machines for the reception, conversion and transmission or

regeneration of voice; machines for sorting, screening, separating or washing solid mineral substances; data-

processing machines; and units for automatic data-processing machines.

Beer made from malt and
unmanufactured tobacco (100%) 

Wine of grapes (95%) 

Fermented beverages and
manufactured tobacco (80%) 

Pasta (40%) 

Bread, cakes, biscuits (40%) 

Beauty/make-up preparations (40%) 

Chocolates (40%) 

Suits and brief/suit cases (40%) 

Toothpaste (40%) 

Wheat and meslin seeds (duty-free) 

Crustaceans (duty-free) 

Fish (duty-free) 

Tractors and agricultural machinery
(duty-free) 

Rice (duty-free) 

Petroleum oils (duty-free) 

Sources: ITC TradeMap (2019); ITC MacMap (2019); WTO Tariff Database (2019); Zimbabwe
National Tariff Book (2018) and tralac calculations 

Cameroon (2%) 

Other (6%) 

Cotton (duty-free) 

Electrical energy (duty-free) 


