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Women and t rade
August is Women?s Month in South Africa and so this edition of the tralac newsletter focuses on women in trade.
From hearing the hopes for the African Continental Free Trade Area from some of our women in trade
governance champions, to addressing some of the most frequently asked questions about women in trade, we
take a deep dive into why we should all care about women and trade.
We also feature a speech from the Right Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, Prime Minister of the
Republic of Namibia on Women?s Economic Empowerment, prepared for a Women in Trade session hosted by
tralac at the SADC Industrialisation Week last month. We?d like to draw your attention to one part of that speech in
particular (click t o dow n load):
The key word here is inclusive ? we must not allow the gains of trade to mean that some are left behind.
Thus, we need trade to grow the economic pie to be equitably shared by all. Trade creates opportunity, but it
is up to us to direct that opportunity, and to enable our citizens to take advantage of these opportunities. In
short, our policy choices will influence the distribution of the opportunities to trade, and benefits of trade.
This is an absolutely critical point. To truly be inclusive, we must recognise that women are affected differently by
trade policy choices than men. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is part of a broad suite of
development and structural transformation objectives that make up Agenda 2063. Agenda 2063 includes
ambitious targets for gender equality, and also incorporates the sustainable development goals. The AfCFTA
specifically recognises the importance of gender equality for the development of international trade and
cooperation. As the AfCFTA takes shape, we must firstly understand
the different effects of our policies and then design it in a way that is
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positive and empowering for women on the continent.
tralac will be launching a Women in Trade Governance network very
soon; we will keep you posted.
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Wom en ch am pion s of t h e Af CFTA
We asked some of Africa?s leading women in trade about their hopes for the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA). Here is what they said.

t r alacBlog is a forum to share and engage with the views of tralac researchers and Associates, as well as guest
contributors, on pressing regional integration and trade policy issues affecting African countries in order to
encourage relevant, topic-related discussion and debate.

Read m or e

Tr ade Gover n an ce Su ppor t t o Em pow er Wom en En t r epr en eu r s
Ndiitah Nghipondoka-Robiati - 31 Aug 2018

Women own up to 40% of small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) globally,
but only own one in five exporting firms. In our region, most of the SMEs are in
the informal space and data is not readily available. Therefore, the policy is not
informed by empirical evidence and hence global governance structures are
deficient due to this gender bias.

Wom en , t r ade an d f in an cial in clu sion in SADC
Ashly Hope - 30 Aug 2018

Trade is an important component of the economy, and without financial
services, participating and benefiting from trade can be challenging. As such,
narrowing the financial inclusion gap can contribute to narrowing the gap in
2
women?s participation in trade, and can also help improve trade outcomes for
our economies.
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Wom en dr ivin g t h e Cosm et ics Sect or in Nam ibia
Maria Immanuel - 31 Aug 2018

The sustainable growth of the cosmetics industry hinges on the involvement of
the communities harvesting the products. It is thus important that the mostly
women producers and owners of manufacturing companies are actively
involved in designing the value chain and that deliberate measures to support
their efforts are implemented.

Pr om ot in g Wom en?s Par t icipat ion in t h e Af CFTA
Treasure Maphanga - 29 Aug 2018

A plethora of Non-Tariff Barriers has affected the smooth participation of
women in trade, and the potential for inclusive growth. As we progress with the
implementation of the AfCFTA agreement, we must continue to advocate for
the equal representation of women in all aspects, including the technical
committees that will be responsible for monitoring progress.

Wom en an d t r ade:
In f ogr aph ic

Quest ions & Answers (FAQs)
Wom en an d t r ade
Q: Wh y do gen der issu es m at t er in t r ade r elat ion s/
agr eem en t s?

Click to view and visit our
In f ogr aph ics webpage to view
our growing collection of
infographics.

A: As an important component of economic life, trade
both contributes to, and is impacted by inequality.
Trade affects women differently than men. Trade also
affects different women in different ways. This means
that we must be aware of the differences.
At worst, trade policy can increase or perpetuate
inequalities; leaving women even worse off. But it is more often the case that
trade policies and changes maintain the status quo in terms of inequality. This
still leaves women worse off as men can access and take advantage of the
benefits of trade changes, while women are less able to. At best, trade
provides opportunities for women, and contributes to structural change to
promote equality.
Q: How do t r ade policies af f ect w om en dif f er en t ly?
A: When considering making gender sensitive trade policy (including trade
agreements) it is essential that we take into account the many roles women
play in the economy. It is important to consider how women and men
participate in the economy in their capacity as employees, producers,
consumers, unpaid workers, traders and as tax payers. It is important to
understand how trade changes affect women in each of these roles. Trade
policy can play an important role in narrowing the gender gap. Or, it can
contribute to widening the gap.
Download the full Q&A to find out more.
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t r alac Sh or t Cou r se: Tr ade
an d Policy
PuLaw
blicat
ion s f or Af r ica?s Developm en t
From 20-24 August, tralac welcomed participants from
across the continent to its inaugural short course: Trade Law
and Policy for Africa?s Development. The course, conducted
both online and in-person, started with a 5-day face-to-face
module in Cape Town where participants learned both from
tralac and from their peers. Participants were given a good
grounding in the foundations of trade law, trade economics
and the African trade landscape and debated the most
pressing issues in trade law and policy. After a month of
online learning, participants will return to Cape Town on 17
September for the second of three
face-to-face modules.

Fin d ou t m or e

Pu blicat ion s an d An alysis
Th e Lim it s of Depr eciat ion as a Dr iver f or Expor t Gr ow t h in Sou t h
Af r ica: A Sect or al An alysis
Wor k in g Paper by Joh n St u ar t

Depreciation has for many years been used as an explicit component
of industrial policy in South Africa. This paper uses graphic and
quantitative techniques to understand the relationship between
disaggregated sectoral exports and the sector-weighted real exchange
rate for the period from 2005-2017.

Im plem en t in g t h e Af CFTA: Obligat ion s, Qu alif icat ion s an d
Except ion s
Wor k in g Paper by Ger h ar d Er asm u s

When and how does implementation of the AfCFTA begin? What must be
implemented? Can technical hitches or delays be prevented? This paper
discusses these questions in the context of the AfCFTA?s objectives and
the nature of the obligations formally agreed upon, as well as specific
tasks of individual State Parties under the different Protocols.

Tr ade Dat a An alysis
tralac has prepared several Trade Data Updates to provide an overview
of the intra-African trading relationships of individual African countries;
the top import and export products traded; and applicable tariffs. Each
country update is accompanied by a visual representation of key data
and trends in an infographic.
Recent updates include M or occo, Et h iopia, Ken ya, M ozam4biqu e,
M alaw i, Bot sw an a, Esw at in i, M au r it iu s and Sen egal.
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AGOA t r ade t o Ju n e u p on 2017
Combined exports to the US were up by 13% compared to the same period in 2017, from $11.53b t o $13.01b.
Trade under AGOA/GSP increased from $5.4b to $6.42b over the same period, an increase of 19% year-on-year.
Among the leading exporters, Sou t h Af r ica and Ch ad showed significant increases while Niger ia and An gola also
recorded double-digit increases due to higher oil revenues.

Visit t h e Dat a Cen t er

Key t r ade st at s f or AGOA
ben ef iciar ies t o en d Ju n e 2018
Aggr egat e expor t s t o US: Year to Date
to May 2018: $ 13.01 billion (u p 13%
year -on -year )
Sh ar e of AGOA expor t s: Year to Date to
May 2018: $ 6.42 billion (u p 19%
year -on -year )

AGOA For u m 2018
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Early in July, the annual US-Africa AGOA Forum
took place in Washington, D.C. Both the forum
agendas, as well as the forum outcomes and
recommendations, can be downloaded from
AGOA.info at the following lin k .
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Lat est AGOA n ew s u pdat es
Following on from the recent completion of a new USAID Trade Hub supported Ken ya Nat ion al AGOA St r at egy,
Kenya?s President Uhuru Kenyatta paid US President Donald Trump a working visit. One of the outcomes of the
visit has been the establishment of a ?Trade and Investment Working Group?, whereby the two countries would
?w or k t oget h er t o explor e a m u t u ally ben ef icial t r ade an d in vest m en t f r am ew or k t o gu ide t h e r elat ion sh ip
m ove f or w ar d, as w ell as m axim ize t h e r em ain in g year s of Af r ican Gr ow t h an d Oppor t u n it y Act (AGOA).?
Meanwhile, recently introduced US tariffs on steel and aluminium, and possible further tariffs on automotive
imports, are threatening
to significantly
undermine South
Africa?s preferential
access to the US market.
These trade barriers
appear to form the basis
for Sou t h Af r ican
chicken producers
con sider in g r et aliat or y
act ion on South Africa?s
dispensation relating to
preferential chicken
imports from the United
States.

AGOA an d r elat ed r esou r ces
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