
 The East African Community as a block is 

exporting at 51% of its capacity 
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 EAC export values in 
2017 was 

US$13569.50 million  

Africa US$5306.65 million

39.1%

20.7%

Europe
US$2807.93 million
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Asia US$4654.43 
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Top EAC export 
products in 2017

Gold 
Unmanufactured 

tobacco
Coffee Cashew nuts

Non-industrial 
diamonds

Sesamum 
seeds

Frozen fish fillets

EAC merchandise exports are dominated by primary products and 
to a lesser extent, resource-based manufactures

Export potential of the East Africa Community (EAC) in the AfCFTA

*

Black fermented 
tea 

Cotton

Continents exported to

Makeup 
presentations 



Household 
Consumption

US$5.4 billion 

US$3 billion 

US$2.1 billion 

US$402 million US$204 billion 

*

EAC value added manufacturing US$ in 2015

EAC Industrialization Strategy
 2012-2032

Diversification Institutional 
strengthening 

MSME 
Transformation 

Expansion of  
manufacturing 
trade

Strengthening 
research and 
development

Top ten importing countries in 2017 of a product exported by EAC 

India 
18%

US
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Current blockages for EAC when trading with the 
rest Africa

High tariffsNon-Tariff Barriers 
(NTBs) 

Applied tariffs in Africa on selected EAC goods, 
2014

Livestock 
and meat 
products 
15.1%

Textiles and 
clothing
4.9%

Mining  and 
extraction
7.6%

Source: Dr. Andrew Mold: Calculations based on GTAP 10.0 database

Light manufacturing 
8.6%

The main beneficiary sectors

Processed food Manufacturing

Projected export growth (%) of selected 
EAC member states 
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