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HEADS OF STATE CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF THE EAST
AFRICAN COMMUNITY

COMMUNIQUE

1. THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF STATE, THEIR
EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME OF THE REPUBLIC OF
RWANDA; PRESIDENT UHURU KENYATTA OF THE REPUBLIC OF
KENYA; PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI OF THE REPUBLIC
OF UGANDA AND PRESIDENT SALVAR MARYARDIT KIIR OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN HELD A CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF
THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY HEADS OF STATES THROUGH
VIDEO CONFERENCE ON 12™ MAY, 2020. THE HEADS OF STATE MET
IN A WARM AND CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE

2. THEHEADS OF STATE TOOK NOTE OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE
OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN THE REGION AND
COMMENDED THE MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALTH, TRADE,
TRANSPORT AND EAC AFFAIRS FOR THEIR INITIATIVE IN ADOPTING
A REGIONAL APPROACH TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

3. THE HEADS OF STATE RECEIVED THE REPORT OF THE JOINT
MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALTH, TRADE,
TRANSPORT AND EAC AFFAIRS ON THE EAC REGIONAL COVID-19
RESPONSE AND COMMENDED PARTNER STATES, THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) AND AFRICAN CENTRE FOR
DISEASE CONTROL (ACDC) FOR THE EFFORTS BEING MADE
TOWARDS ADDRESSING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, AND THE STEPS



TAKEN TO CONTAIN THE DISEASE AND PREVENT FURTHER SPREAD
IN THE EAC REGION.

. THE HEADS OF STATE DECIDED THAT PARTNER STATES ADOPT A
HARMONISED SYSTEM FOR CERTIFICATION AND SHARING OF
COVID-19 TEST RESULTS.

. THE HEADS OF STATE TOOK NOTE OF THE EAC REGIONAL COVID-19
RESPONSE PLAN AND ITS KEY TARGETED INTERVENTIONS AND
DIRECTED THE MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALTH, TRADE,
TRANSPORT AND EAC AFFAIRS TO ENSURE THAT IT COMPLEMENTS
THE PARTNER STATES’ NATIONAL COVID-19 RESPONSE PLANS.

. THE HEADS OF STATE NOTED THAT INFORMATION SHARING IS KEY
DURING CRISIS SUCH AS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND DIRECTED
THE MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR HEALTH, TRADE, TRANSPORT
AND EAC AFFAIRS TO FINALISE AND ADOPT AN EAC DIGITAL
SURVEILLANCE AND TRACKING SYSTEM FOR DRIVERS AND CREW
ON COVID-19 FOR IMMEDIATE USE BY PARTNER STATES.

. THE HEADS OF STATE TOOK NOTE OF EFFORTS BY PARTNER
STATES IN UNDERTAKING BILATERAL ENGAGEMENTS TO ADDRESS
CROSS-BORDER CHALLENGES AND THE EAC SECRETARIAT
MISSION THAT ASSESSED THE SITUATION ON CLEARANCE
PROCESSES AT THE BORDERS DURING THE PANDEMIC.

. THE HEADS OF STATE NOTED THAT THE REGION’S KEY ECONOMIC
SECTORS ARE EXPERIENCING A SLOWDOWN AS A RESULT OF THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC, SUCH AS AGRICULTURE, TRADE,
MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRY, TOURISM, HOSPITALITY AND
ENTERTAINMENT AND DIRECTED PARTNER STATES TO PRIORITIZE
REGIONAL VALUE/SUPPLY CHAINS TO SUPPORT LOCAL
PRODUCTION OF ESSENTIAL MEDICAL PRODUCTS AND SUPPLIES
INCLUDING MASKS, SANITIZERS, SOAPS, COVERALLS, FACE
SHIELDS, PROCESSED FOOD, VENTILATORS AS PART OF EFFORTS TO
COMBAT COVID-19 IN THE REGION.

. THE HEADS OF STATE FURTHER DIRECTED PARTNER STATES TO
FACILITATE FARMERS TO CONTINUE FARMING ACTIVITIES DURING
THIS PANDEMIC AND POST COVID-19 PERIOD, SUPPORT AGRO-
PROCESSING AND VALUE CHAINS AS AN IMPORT SUBSTITUTION



MEASURE AND ESTABLISH SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCING SCHEMES
FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES, TO CUSHION THEM FROM
THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

10.THE HEADS OF STATE DESIGNATED THE MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE
FOR HEALTH, TRANSPORT AND EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY
AFFAIRS TO BE THE FOCAL PERSONS FOR THE REGIONAL COVID-19
RESPONSE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MINISTERS OF HEALTH

11.THE HEADS OF STATE DIRECTED THE FOCAL PERSONS TO
IMMEDIATELY WORK ON A REGIONAL MECHANISM FOR TESTING
AND CERTIFICATION OF TRUCK DRIVERS PRIOR TO THEIR
DEPARTURE AT THE POINT OF ORIGIN AND EVERY TWO WEEKS,
AND REPORT TO THE HEADS OF STATE.

12. THE HEADS OF STATE EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION TO
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT,
PARTICULARLY DURING THIS PERIOD OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

13.THE HEADS OF STATE AGREED TO MEET REGULARLY TO ADDRESS
THE RESPONSE EFFORTS AND EXPRESSED THE NEED FOR
FLEXIBILITY IN THE APPLICATION OF THE EAC RULES AND
PROCEDURES WHEN FACED WITH A CRISIS SUCH AS THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC.

14. THEIR EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENT UHURU KENYATTA OF THE
REPUBLIC OF KENYA, PRESIDENT SALVAR MARYARDIT KIIR OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN AND PRESIDENT YOWERI KAGUTA
MUSEVENI OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA THANKED THE CHAIR OF
SUMMIT, HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME OF THE
REPUBLIC OF RWANDA FOR CONVENING A WELL ORGANIZED
MEETING IN A CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE AND REQUESTED THAT
SUCH MEETINGS BE HELD REGULARLY.

15. DONE BY VIDEO CONFERENCE AND DATED THIS 12" DAY OF MAY
2020.
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